Running your PTA

This term calendar

Planning your fundraisers and community events for the last few months of the school year?
Here are some significant days and dates to keep in mind for a fun-filled summer term
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22 April

Earth Day

This year, the focus for Earth
Day is reducing plastic. Mark
the occasion by considering
your association’s use of
plastic at events, rounding

up some little helpers to pick

up litter or holding an Earth
Day poster competition —
whatever helps the children
connect with the planet.

earthday.org
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23 April

World Book Night
Children learn by example,
but 31% of adults say they
don't read in their spare
time. World Book Night’s
mission is to encourage
more adults and young
people to pick up a book.
You could get parents
involved with a book sale
for grownups or by starting
abook club.
worldbooknight.org

23 April

Saint George's Day

Saint George is England’s
patron saint. Celebrate

by flying the flag of Saint
George, wearing blue,
having a Punch and Judy
show or serving a delicious
cream tea!

National
Walking Month

Whether it’s walking

to school, around the
school or together as a
school, dish out some
sponsorship forms
and #WalkThisMay. For
some extra inspiration,
download the official
Try 20 checklist.

livingstreets.org.uk

1-7 May

National

Gardening Week
Calling all green-fingered
volunteers! It’s time to
beautify your school’s
outdoor space. This is

a great time of year for
wildflowers, so consider
chucking a few seed
bombs about and
watching them flourish,
or getting some planters
for a mini vegetable patch
(courgettes love being
sown in May). If space is
an issue, go compact with
watercress. rhs.org.uk

Head over to page 38
to read more about the
work RHS are doing with
schools like yours

1-7 May
Deaf Awareness Week

A chance to learn and
reflect on the ways your
PTA can make events
more accessible to

deaf individuals in your
community. Do you
have enough visual aids
and instructions to help
deaf and hard of hearing
people, or maybe there’s
a need for a British

Sign Language (BSL)
interpreter? rnid.org.uk
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1 May

May Day

Get that maypole at the
ready! As well as maypole
dancing, traditional ways
to celebrate include flower
baskets, crafting and
crowning a May Queen -
and why not a May King
too? Only seems fair!

4 May

Star Wars Day

You can choose the Light
Side of the force and fully
embrace Stars Wars Day with
space-themed costumes,
cakes and games... or you
can pick the Dark Side

and ignore it completely.
Whatever you decide, May
the fourth be with you!

13-19 May

Mental Health
Awareness Week

This year’s theme for
Mental Health Awareness
Week is ‘Movement:
Moving more for our
mental health’. Setting
fitness challenges for
your school will boost
wellbeing and is the
perfect way to raise
money for outdoor and
sports equipment, or to
fund pastoral care.
mentalhealth.org.uk

18 May

International

Museum Day

It’s time for a field trip! Take
the children to see ancient
artefacts and incredible
works of art in real life. Or
keep things closer to home
and create your own mini
museum about your school
or local area.

TN

19 May
World Baking Day

It’s probably illegal not to
host a bake sale on World
Baking Day! From the
humble fairy cake to Bake
Off-style masterpieces, let
your imagination run wild
with a whole day dedicated
to baked goodies.

25 May-2 June

National Children's
Gardening Week
Gardening has huge
benefits for wellbeing

and learning. To help your
school garden (and the
children’s knowledge)
grow, check out the ideas,
resources and events on
the National Children’s
Gardening Week website.

childrensgardeningweek.
co.uk

Looking for ideas for your
school’s outdoor space?
Head to page 34

Pride Month

A chance to celebrate,
advocate and learn about
the LGBTQ+ community.
There is so much
literature written by and
about LGBTQ+ people

for children and young
adults, so why not host a
rainbow book sale?

1-7 June
Volunteers Week

This week is for fantastic
PTAs like yours and
everyone who lends a
helping hand to make
things happen in your
community. You can
thank old faces or
encourage new ones to
join your PTA, but at the
very least take a moment
to celebrate your
achievements with your
fellow volunteers.

8 June

National Best

Friends Day

Friendship bracelets are

a must for National Best
Friends Day. If you want to
make some for the children
to buy and give to their
besties, the materials are
easy to get hold of, and there
are lots of cheap kits to be
found online for the children
who would rather make
some themselves.

10-16 June

Team Green Britain
Bike Week

Cycling is great for our
minds, our bodies and
our planet. If your school
doesn’t already have one,
you could fundraise for

a bike rack, or consider
road safety lessons for
children who want to
learn to cycle to school.

13-17 June

National School
Grounds Week

This week focuses on the
importance of outdoor
play and learning. How
about running a literal
school field trip to see the
plants and wildlife thriving
on the school grounds?
Or if there isn’t much
greenery, how about a
playground silent disco?

16 June

Father's Day

A day to appreciate all the
wonderful fathers and
fatherly figures in our lives.
This is a great occasion for a
pop-up shop for gifts,
card-making sessions and a
raffle or two.

17-23 June

National Insect Week

Did you know that a
ladybird can eat more
than 5,000 insects in
its lifetime? Or that
mosquitos love smelly
feet?! Run by the Royal
Entomological Society,
National Insect Week is
dedicated to the littlest
beings on our planet.
Consider funding a bug
hotel - they don’t take
up much room and are
pretty cheap!

18 June

International Picnic Day
Grab your gingham blankets,
wicker baskets and some
delectable treats for a
whole-school picnic. You
could make this a family
event with food stands,
games and ice cream. Maybe
someone could be in with a
chance of winning a yummy
picnic basket filled with
goodies?

21 June

Wrong Trousers Day

“It's the wrong trousers,
Gromit, and they've gone
wrong!” Celebrate the
classic stop-motion movie
by asking the children to
wear their weirdest, wackiest
trousers to school. Extra
points if they have cheese

in their packed lunch.
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Plastic Free July

Challenge your school
to be part of the plastic
pollution solution and
avoid single-use plastics
where you can this
month. This isn’t about
being a perfect eco
warrior — small steps
make a big difference.

plasticfreejuly.org

Want to make your PTA's
events more eco friendly?
Learn how to make positive
changes on page 42

International Joke Day
Nothing is funnier than a
worst joke competition.
Here’s our favourite: Why
don’t they play poker in the
jungle? Too many cheetahs!

Thank You Day

It began as a way to

thank those who helped
us through the Covid-19
pandemic, and now Thank
You Day is an opportunity
to appreciate people like
you who are dedicated

to bettering their local
communities. Thank you!
thankyouday.org.uk

World Chocolate Day

It's a chocoholic’s dream
day! As well as pop-up shops
and raffles, how about a
competition for the children
to design their very own
chocolate bars?

lllustrations: Freepik
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