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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents
Question: “Increasingly it has been reported that schools need to take measures to make ends meet. As far as you know, which of the following solutions, if any, have been 

suggested or implemented in your child’s school to address funding shortfalls?” Ranked by ”Suggested AND Implemented”

28%

26%

21%

18%

18%

16%

15%

11%

12%

13%

13%

13%

13%

14%

41%

39%

47%

50%

44%

48%

43%

20%

22%

19%

19%

25%

23%

28%

Parents being asked to pay for events such as sports days or school concerts

Parents being asked to pay for school clubs which used to be free

Parents being asked to supply teaching equipment (e.g. stationery, books, glue pens)

Parents paying a regular monthly or annual contribution to the school fund

Reducing the number of teaching assistants/other support staff

Increasing c lass sizes

Reducing the number of supply teachers

Suggested AND Implemented Suggested but NOT implemented Not suggested Don't know/Not sure
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14%

14%

14%

12%

10%

8%

11%

14%

10%

9%

13%

8%

54%

46%

55%

60%

61%

69%

21%

26%

21%

18%

16%

14%

Reducing the range of subjects on offer

Cutting back on equipment (e.g. computers)

Parents being asked to help with maintenance activities (e.g. redecorating classrooms,
cutting grass/hedgerows)

Parents being asked to supply essentials (e.g. toilet paper)

Reducing the length of the school day

Reducing the school week from 5 to 4 days

Suggested AND Implemented Suggested but NOT implemented Not suggested Don't know/Not sure

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents
Question: “Increasingly it has been reported that schools need to take measures to make ends meet. As far as you know, which of the following solutions, if any, have been 

suggested or implemented in your child’s school to address funding shortfalls?” Ranked by ”Suggested AND Implemented”
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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents
Question: “Increasingly it has been reported that schools need to take measures to make ends meet. As far as you know, which of the following solutions, if any, have been suggested or implemented 

in your child’s school to address funding shortfalls?” Suggested AND Im plem ented, chart only includes solutions prompted in both 2017/2018

21%

18%

18%

16%

15%

14%

14%

14%

12%

10%

8%

15%

15%

13%

15%

11%

13%

11%

10%

7%

8%

5%

Parents being asked to supply teaching equipment (e.g. stationery, books,
glue pens)

Reducing the number of teaching assistants

Parents paying a regular monthly or annual contribution to the school
fund

Increasing class sizes

Reducing the number of supply teachers

Parents being asked to help with maintenance activities (e.g. redecorating
classrooms, cutting grass/hedgerows)

Reducing the range of subjects on offer

Cutting back on equipment (e.g. computers)

Parents being asked to supply essentials (e.g. toilet paper)

Reducing the length of the school day

Reducing the school week from 5 to 4 days

2018

2017
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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents
Question: “Overall, in your opinion, to what extent have pressures on school budgets negatively impacted on your child's education?”

16%

33%

26%

15%

9%

Significantly To some extent Not very much Not at all Don't know/not
sure
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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents
Question: “Overall, in your opinion, to what extent have pressures on school budgets negatively impacted on your child's education?”

33% 33% 34% 34% 33% 35%
29%

35% 32% 34% 31% 34%
39%

31%
38% 36%

31% 33% 34% 32% 32%

16% 19%
13%

29%

18%
9%

13%

19%

13%
17%

14%
14%

9%
17%

13%
11% 22%
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19%
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57%

39%

38%

37%

36%

35%

27%

32%

38%

37%

40%

42%

10%

19%

19%

17%

16%

17%

5%

8%

5%

7%

6%

5%

1%

2%

1%

2%

2%

1%

Reducing the school week from 5 to 4 days

Reducing the number of supply teachers

Increasing class sizes

Reducing the number of teaching assistants/other support staff

Cutting back on equipment (e.g. computers)

Reducing the range of subjects on offer

Significantly To some extent Not very much Not at all Don't know/Not sure

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All those that have reported that a solution has been suggested and implemented at their child’s school

Question: “In your opinion, to what extent have these solutions negatively impacted on your child's education?” Ranked by “Significantly” 
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33%

30%

28%

22%

21%

18%

17%

31%

34%

27%

30%

23%

30%

28%

20%

18%

18%

23%

23%

18%

25%

14%

16%

25%

23%

32%

27%

26%

1%

3%

2%

3%

2%

7%

4%

Parents being asked to supply essentials (e.g. toilet paper)

Reducing the length of the school day

Parents being asked to help with maintenance activities (e.g. redecorating classrooms,
cutting grass/hedgerows)

Parents being asked to pay for school clubs which used to be free

Parents being asked to supply teaching equipment (e.g. stationery, books, glue pens)

Parents paying a regular monthly or annual contribution to the school fund

Parents being asked to pay for events such as sport days or school concerts

Significantly To some extent Not very much Not at all Don't know/Not sure

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All those that have reported that a solution has been suggested and implemented at their child’s school

Question: “In your opinion, to what extent have these solutions negatively impacted on your child's education?” Ranked by “Significantly” 
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Sample: : 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school 
Base: All respondents
Question: ” Some schools ask parents and guardians for a regular voluntary financial contribution to the cost of running the school, which is often known as a 
'donation to the school fund’ (different to a donation to the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) fund). Have you ever been asked by your child's school to donate 
to the school fund?” 

37%

54%

9%

42%

47%

12%

43%

47%

10%

Yes No Not sure

2016 2017 2018
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Sample: : 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school 
Base: Those that were asked for a donation (639)
Question: Question: “How much, on average, do you donate to your child's school fund?”

53%

21%

5%

21%

50%

26%

4%

20%

45%

29%

11%

16%

Less than £10 a month Between £10 and £30 a month More than £30 a month I don't donate to my child's school
fund

2016 2017 2018
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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school 
Base: Those that were asked for a donation (639)
Question: Question: “How much, on average, do you donate to your child's school fund?” MEAN SCORE based on parents who were asked for a donation
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Sample: 1500 parents in England (1200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school 
Base: All those that were asked to donate to the school fund (639)
Question: Are you aware of how the money donated to the school fund is spent?

37%

46%

17%

38%

47%

15%

51%

36%

14%

Yes No Not sure

2016 2017 2018
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50% 50%

3%

14%

36%
34%

13%

52%

46%

Male Female 18 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55+ ABC1 C2DE

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents 
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13%
12%

11%

9%
8% 8% 8%

7%

4%

13%

7%

South East London North West East Yorkshire and
the Humber

West
Midlands

South West East
Midlands

North East Wales Northern
Ireland

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents 

England = 80%
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1 Child 
21%

2 Children
50%

3+ Children 
29%

Primary 26%

Secondary/Post-primary 50%

Further/Third Level 
Education 24%

Don’t know 1%

Sample: 1500 parents in England (1,200), Northern Ireland (100) and Wales (200) who have children aged 5-18 in state school
Base: All respondents 

Number of children in the household School phase of eldest child 


